382                               Sri Raghavendra

to you with the fond hope that I should soon be alright by
your benign grace. But you also seem to be silent like me.
Oh, what is the meaning of this? As doctors could not
cure my malady, it was suggested that I should come to
you and if you are not going to extend to me your
compassion, where else can I go? At least today, please
grace me by giving darshan in my dream,' he submitted
to Sri Rayaru, the prayer emanating from the innermost
recesses of his heart.

The distinguishing characteristic of Vedas is that
they should be rendered with suitable modulations of
voice, in decibels of high and low pitches, appropriate to
'the pattern of the musical notes adopted. The words
should be uttered with clarity, with all the tonal variations.
Rama Sastry, who was brilliant in this, was now a hors de
combat and could not bear the physcial disability that he
was suffering from. He weeps in front of the Brindavana,
but Sri Rayaru does not appear in his dream, even the
next day.

It was 23-7-1950, ten days after Rama Sastry had
arrived at Mantralaya.

'Appa, Prabho! Are you deaf to my cries or is it that I
don't deserve your mercy? If I should be unworthy of youi
grace, please let me know that at least. As one who has
learnt the Vedas, what is the use of my earthly life
without being able to communicate verbally to others the
knowledge that I have acquired, that too when I am no"
endowed with your benevolent grace. In fact, those
seeing my plight, will not be inclined to learn Vedas anc
therefore, I am finally making this submission to you.
"desire that you should come in my dream tonight, failinc